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 For so many Armstrong 

County residents, the Meredith 

house will always evoke vivid 

memories of another time. The 

Victorian home located at 138 

North Water Street, Kittanning, 

was once the Armstrong County 

YMCA, where many an area youth 

learned to swim, play sports and 

get along with others. 

 There were pick-up games, 

family swim nights, aerobics clas-

ses, after-school programs and 

soccer clinics at the YMCA. It was 

home to the popular “Y-dance,” 

where teens from rivaling schools 

across the county could mingle. 

 Then, in 2012, the YMCA 

moved to the Richard G. Snyder 

YMCA Campus, a larger facility 

built to accommodate the growing 

organization.  

 When the Meredith house 

property came up for sale, Ed 

Walker, saw a way to expand his 

business, Walker Motor Company, 

which is directly behind the Water 

Street house. He didn’t have to 

raze the century-old building in 

order to expand his car lot. But, he 

wasn’t sure what to do with the 

house. 

 His wife, Lee Walker, had 

an interest in the Victorian era and 

had some strong feelings about the 

residence. 

 “I didn’t want him to tear it 

down,” Lee Walker said. “We’ve al-

ready lost so many beautiful buildings 

in Kittanning. And, he was fine with 

leaving the building stand.” 

 Like his wife, Ed Walker 

had grown up using the YMCA. 

As an adult, he had served on its 

board of directors. 

 But, the Walkers still were-

n’t sure what to do with the house. 

So, Lee Walker headed off to the 

Small Business Development Cen-

ter at Indiana University of Penn-

sylvania.  The advice they gave 

her, to open a restaurant, appealed 

to the Walkers.  

 It also made sense to their 

daughter-in-law, Nicole Walker, who 

had done food service work since the 

age of 14 and had experience in cater-

ing and bartending. She said her recent 

work as a manager seemed like a good 

segue into her new role as the general 

manager of her mother-in-law’s eatery. 

Meredith Inn restores        
Victorian-era mansion 

Nicole Walker (left) and Lee walker enjoy the sunny view at a second-floor 

window of the Meredith Inn on Water Street. Lee Walker has restored the 

Victorian home and former YMCA building to preserve a part of Kittanning’s 

treasured past. 

Chef Scott Walker waits at the 

century-old swinging doors that open 

into the restaurant’s new kitchen, 

which was once the weightlifting 

room of the former YMCA. 



Victorian roots run deep 

 The Meredith home was built in 1904 by Wil-

liam B. Meredith, a Kittanning native who became a 

state senator in 1884, according to Meredith’s obitu-

ary.  

 The house was considered to be one of the 

more beautiful homes in town at the turn of the last 

century, said local historian Pete Harmon, of Kittan-

ning’s Wick City neighborhood. The residence was 

known for its lovely gardens and detailed craftsman-

ship. 

 Meredith died in 1908 and the property passed 

to his daughter, Caroline Meredith Clayland. The 

property was sold to the YMCA following her death in 

1954. 

 Harmon has posted historical photographs of 

the property at http://

www.home.kittanningonline.com/tag/ymca/. 

 He said he is impressed with the authenticity 

and detail shown in the Walkers’ restoration efforts. 

 “It’s really restored to the point that, in some 

places, the craftsmanship might be better than the 

original,” he said. “It’s great that the building was 

saved.” 

 Harmon said he is particularly happy to see 

homage being paid to Senator Meredith’s family and 

legacy.  

 

A new beginning 

 The Meredith Inn restaurant, refurbished in the 

style of the late Victorian era, features portraits of the 

Meredith family and a special room named for its pa-

triarch. 

 “On the first floor, we have dining and the 

Senator’s Tap Room,” Lee Walker said. 

 The tap room will feature a 12-tap draft system 

and seasonal and craft beer selections.     

 From the tap room, wait staff will pass through 

century-old swinging doors into a space some may 

recognize as the former YMCA weightlifting room. 

Dumbbells and benches have been replaced with shiny 

pots and stainless steel tables, smokers, convection 

ovens and a restaurant point of sale (POS) system. 

 The menu will feature an assortment of dishes, 

from hand-cut steaks and fresh sea food to sandwiches 

and more modest meals, according to Chef Scott 

Walker.  

 As a chef, he has worked in meat and fish mar-

kets and a variety of restaurants in Nantucket Island, 

Mass., Colorado Springs, Colo., and Pittsburgh.   

 But, he feels at home in the Meredith Inn 

kitchen. 

 

Reminiscences abound 

 “I’ve been visiting this building since I was a 

toddler,” he said. “My family always came to the pool, 

and I remember playing basketball in the gym.” 

 As a grown-up, Scott Walker – who isn’t relat-

ed to his employers – brought his young family to the 

YMCA for birthday parties and classes.  

 Nicole Walker has strong memories of the place, too. 

She took dance lessons from Miss Rita and, like her mother-in

-law, she spent a lot of time in the pool. 

 “I remember that smell of chorine from the 

pool. You could smell it the second you got here,” she 

said. “I’ll always remember that smell.” 

The Meredith Inn team (from left) includes Chef Scott 

Walker, Owner Lee Walker and General Manager Nicole 

Walker. 
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 Lee and Nicole Walker think many guests will 

enjoy a sense of nostalgia and familiarity when they 

visit the Meredith Inn. 

 “Everybody knows this place,” Nicole Walker 

said. “We want people to walk in and immediately 

feel a sense of home.”  

 The idea of a shared past resonates with Scott 

Walker, too.  

 “So many generations have come through this 

building,” he said. “We would like everyone to be able 

to come in and enjoy it again.” 

 That’s why the menu – and the prices – will be 

varied. He said the goal is a dining experience that 

will appeal to those looking for fine dining as well as 

young families on a budget.  

 Nicole Walker said she wants people to know 

that children are welcome and the meals will be rea-

sonably priced. It’s easy to understand why people 

might assume otherwise. 

 Though the place has a very grand feel about 

it, the Meredith Inn is a family-run business commit-

ted to serving local families, she said. 

 The restaurant is slated to open before the end 

of spring and is wheelchair accessible. 

 For more information, www.facebook.com/

themeredithinn. 
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